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charge of surveyors general to Field Surveying Service
under jurisdiction of United States Supervisor of Sur-
veys.

§625. Release of unentered land from lien on
noncompletion of irrigation project

The Secretary of the Interior may, upon the
expiration of ten years from the date of his ap-
proval of said map and plan of any irrigation
district, release from the lien authorized by this
chapter any unentered land or lands upon which
final certificate has not issued, for which irriga-
tion works have not been constructed and water
of such district made available for the land.

(Aug. 11, 1916, ch. 319, §3, 39 Stat. 508.)
CODIFICATION

Section is comprised of the first proviso in section 3
of act Aug. 11, 1916. The remainder of section 3 is classi-
fied to section 623 of this title.

§626. Enforcement of lien against entered but
unpatented land

The lien described in section 622 of this title
upon land covered by unpatented entries may be
enforced upon said unpatented lands by the sale
thereof in the same manner and under the same
proceeding whereby said assessments are en-
forced against lands held under private owner-
ship: Provided, That in the case of entered un-
patented lands the title or interest which such
irrigation district may convey by tax sale, tax
deed, or as a result of any tax proceeding shall
be subject to the following conditions and limi-
tations: If such unpatented land be withdrawn
under the Act of June 17, 1902 (32 Stat. 388),
known as the reclamation Act, or subject to the
provisions of said Act, then the interest which
the district may convey by such tax proceedings
or tax deed shall be subject to a prior lien re-
served to the United States for all the unpaid
charges authorized by the said Act, but the hold-
er of such tax deed or tax title resulting from
such district tax shall be entitled to all the
rights and privileges in the land included in
such tax title or tax deed of an assignee under
the provisions of section 441 of this title, and
upon submission to the United States land office
of the district in which the land is located of
satisfactory proof of such tax title, the name of
the holder thereof shall be indorsed upon the
records of such land office as entitled to the
rights of one holding a complete and valid as-
signment under section 441 of this title and such
person may at any time thereafter receive pat-
ent upon submitting satisfactory proof of the
reclamation and irrigation required by Act June
17, 1902, and Acts amendatory thereto, and mak-
ing the payments required by said Acts.

(Aug. 11, 1916, ch. 319, §2, 39 Stat. 507.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

Act of June 17, 1902, referred to in text, is popularly
known as the Reclamation Act, which is classified gen-
erally to chapter 12 (§371 et seq.) of this title. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short
Title note set out under section 371 of this title and
Tables.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
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tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

§627. Sale of unpatented and unentered land
prohibited; suspension of entry

No public lands which were unentered at the
time any tax or assessment was levied against
same by such irrigation district shall be sold for
such taxes or assessments, but such tax or as-
sessment shall be and continue a lien upon such
lands, and not more than one hundred and sixty
acres of such land shall be entered by any one
person; and when such lands shall be applied for,
after said approval by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, under the homestead or desert-land laws of
the United States the application shall be sus-
pended for a period of thirty days to enable the
applicant to present a certificate from the prop-
er district or county officer showing that no un-
paid district charges are due and delinquent
against said land.

(Aug. 11, 1916, ch. 319, §5, 39 Stat. 508.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The desert-land laws of the United States, referred to
in text, are classified generally to chapter 9 (§321 et
seq.) of this title.

§ 628. Patents to entered but unpatented land

Any entered but unpatented lands not subject
to reclamation Act of June 17, 1902 (32 Stat. 388)
sold in the manner and for the purposes men-
tioned in this chapter may be patented to the
purchaser thereof or his assignee at any time
after the expiration of the period of redemption
allowed by law under which it may have been
sold (no redemption having been made) upon the
payment to the officer designated by the Sec-
retary of the Interior of the local land office of
the minimum price of $1.25 per acre, or such
other price as may be fixed by law for such
lands, together with the usual fees and commis-
sions charged in entries of like lands under the
homestead laws, and upon a satisfactory show-
ing that the irrigation works have been con-
structed and that water of the district is avail-
able for such land; but the purchaser or his as-
signee shall, at the time of application for pat-
ent, have the qualification of a homestead
entryman or desert-land entryman, and not
more than one hundred and sixty acres of said
land shall be patented to any one purchaser
under the provisions of this chapter.

These limitations shall not apply to sales to
irrigation districts, but shall apply to pur-
chasers from such irrigation districts of such
land bid in by said district.

Unless the purchaser or his assignee of such
lands shall, within ninety days after the time
for redemption has expired, pay to the proper of-
ficer designated by the Secretary of the Interior
all fees and commissions and the purchase price
to which the United States shall be entitled as
provided for in this chapter, any person having
the qualification of a homestead entryman or a
desert-land entryman may pay to the proper of-
ficer designated by the Secretary of the Interior
for not more than one hundred and sixty acres of
said lands, for which payment has not been



